
+ Six pharma firms ink licensing pact with 

UN-backed MPP for HI~Hep Cdrugs 


ers with a sub-licence fl 
daclatasvir. 

"We are happy to work t, 
gether with the MPP and Bl'¥ 
to improve health outCOffil 
by providing access to ne 
and affordable therapies 1 

developing countries," Zydl 
group Chairman and MD Pa 
kaj R Patel said. 

The Medicines Patent Po 
is a UN-backed public heall 
organisation working to i 
crease access to HIV, viral He 
atitis C and tuberculosis tre, 
ments in low ar 
middle-income countrieS.l 
of now, MPP has signed agre 
ments with six patent holde 
for 12 HIV anti-retrovirals ar 
for one HepatitiS C direct-a( 
ing antiviraL 

,.. 

Danone to acquir 
WhiteWave in 
$12.5-billion deal 
REUTERS 

Paris.July 7 

France's Danone said ( 
Thursday it would double tl 
size of its US business by bu 
ing organic foods produc 
WhiteWave Foods Co in a de 
worth $12.5 billion, includil 
some $2.1 billion of debt al 
"other" liabilities. 

The purchase will help tl 
French company to pursue ; 
fluent consumers by addiI 
WhiteWave's popular heal 
food offerings such as Silk, 
mond milk, Earthbound Far 
Organic salad and Horizon ( 
ganic milk to its produ 
range as it struggles with Sl 
backs in more challengil 
markets such as Brazil aI 
Russia. 

It is the first major tranSi 
tion by Emmanuel Faber wi 
took over as Danone's chief ( 
·ecutive in 2014 and has VOWI 

to return the group to "strOi 
profitable and sustainat 
growth" by 2020. 

WhiteWave's products ha 
outperformed mainstrea 
packaged food businesses 
recent years as they are in Ii 
with a consumer shift towa 
natural foods and healthi 
eating. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
NewDelhi.July 7 

Indian pharma firms Auro­
bindo, Emcure, Hetero Labs, 
Laurus Labs, Lupin and Zydus 
Cadila are among seven drug 
makers, which have signed li­
censing pact with UN-backed 
Medicines Patent Pool (MPP) 
for producing HIV and hepati­
tis C drugs_ 

A total of nine new sub-li­
censing agreements to pro­
duce generic versions of key 
World Health Organisation­
priority HIV and hepatitis C 
treatments have been signed 
by MPP with these pharma­
ceuticals firms and Shanghai­
based Desano_ 

"These new sub-licences 
will secure greater volu~es of 

Autoparts maker Rane charts 

~678-cr capex for three years 

G BAlACHANDAR 
Chennai. July 7 

Rane Group, Chennai-based 
leading auto parts maker, has 
charted out growth involving 
a total investment of about ~ 
678 crore over the next three 
years. 

The Group informed inves­
tors that the total capex will 
be through internal accruals 
and some borrOwing. 

It is looking at ROCE (return 
on capital employed) of 20 
per cent plus and a growth 
rate of 15-20 per cent and 25 
per cent contribution from in­
ternational business by 
2018-19. 

Rane Madras and Rane NSK 
Steering Systems Ltd will in­
vest ~275 crore and ~150 
crore, respectively. 

Rane Madras targets a CAGR 
of 27 per cent in sales and 
ROCE of20 per cent by 2018-19. 
The ~847-crore company, 
which makes steering and 
compressor parts and other 
products, eyes growth 
through new businesses in 
passenger car segment and 
hydraulic products, while it 
also expects more opportuni­
ties in the international busi-
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low-cost medicines for people 
living with HIV and hepatitis 
C in low and middle-income 
countries," MPP Executive Di­
rector Greg Perry said. 

MPP looks forward to work­
ing with the companies to 
speed delivery of these treat­
ments to those in need of bet­
ter medical , options, he 
added. 

Aurobindo Pharma has 
signed two new sub-licences. 
The first allows it to produce 
lopinavir and ritonavir for 
Africa to fight HIY. The compa­
ny also joins six other firms in 
the development of Bristol­
Myers Squibb's ' hepatitis ' C 
drug daclatasvir, MPP said in 
an announcement. 

Emcure has also signed li-

LGanesh, Chairman, 
RaneGroup 

ness, which contributes about 
one-fourth of the top line. 

The ~766-crore Rane NSK 
Steering Systems plans to 
achieve a CAGR of 20 per cent 
in sales and ROCE of 30 per 
cent. Rane Brake Lining and 
Rane TRW Steering Systems 
(RTSS) will spend ~100 crore 
and ~130 crore, respectively. 

The ~707-crore RTSS will be 
expanding its business in trac­
tor small commercial vehicle 
segment. Also, it is expected to 
seek some business opportu­
nity as a consequence of ZF­
TRW merger. The company 
launched its airbag produc­
tion unit last year and expects 
this business to grow on the 

cences for the stated two 
drugs for HIY. 

Hetero, an MPP generic 
partner since 2012, signed 
sub-licences for atazanavir, a 
second-line antiretroviral li­
censed to the MPP by BMS in 
December 2013 and raltegra­
vir for paediatric use, a treat­
ment MPP licensed from MSD 
(Merck & Co in the United 
States and Canada) in Febru­
ary2015. 

Laurus and Lupin added to 
their portfolio MPP-licenced 
drugs with agreements to 
produce daclatasvir and pae­
diatric raltegravir, respective­
ly, the statement said. 

Ahemdabad-based Zydus 
Group has jOined MPP's grow­
ing network of generic suppli­

back of new order wins for air­
bags and seatbelts. 

"Todayairbag business reve­
nues are about ~70 crore. It 
was zero the year before. Both 
the seat belts and airbags to­
gether today is a ~220-crore 
business and it will more than 
double to ~500 crore by 2018­
19," accordingto Harish Laksh­
man, Managing Director, 
RTSS. 

Rane Engine Valve plans on­
ly ~23 crore capex for the cur­
rent fiscal as its undertaking 
some restructuring to im­
prove productivity and capac­
ityutilisation. 

The Group ended 2015-16 
with a double-digit growth in 
total sales at n,261 crore 
(~2,921 crore in 2014-15) after a 
period oflow growth and stag­
nation. Exports accounted for 
16 per cent of the top line. 

"The year 2015-16 has been 
quite good for the economy 

. and for the auto industry. But 
forthe effect ofa difficult rural 
economy on farm tractors and 
motorcycles, the rest of the 
segments had healthy growth 
during the year," L Ganesh, 
Chairman of the Group had 
said. 


