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With 42 green
buildings, city
leads the pack

Sharanya Gautam | twn

Chennai: The state may be
hobbled by a severe power
shortage, but its capital 1s
home to more green build-
ings than any other city in
the country Chennai is
home to 42 of the 212 strue-
tures in India that are certi-
fiedaseco-friendly by the In-
dian  Green  Building
Council(IGEC).

Chennai is followed by
Mumbai, with 28 green
lJu1Icl1n§..~ and the National

Capital Region (28), among
cities awarded Leadership
in Energy and Environmen-
tal Design (LEED) certifica-
tion by IGBC. Hyderabad
and Bangalore are tied in
fourth place with 24 each
and Kolkata is sixth with
m'g..hl

famil Nadu tops  the
states with 47 green build-
ings and 57 more have been
registered for certification
in 2011, a big increase over
Previous years. Sriperim-
bacurhasthr eegreen build-
111;;-, Tirupur two, and Macd-
urai. Salem, Siruseri and
Coimbatore have cne each.

Among the green build-
ingsin Chennat are the Tur-
bo Energy office complex in
R APuram, Menon Eternity
in Alwarpet and Shell Busi-
nessService Centre, allwith
platinum certification. the
highest rating. Platinum is
I'UI levwred by gald, silver and
certified mbngs, based on
sustainability, waste man-
agement, use of natural re-
sourcesand indoorenviron-
mental quality.

Amna  Centenary  Li-
brary and the new Tamil Na-
du assembly building are
sold-rated as is Express Ave-
nue Mall.

Viswa Syvamalam, a
house in Madipakkam, is
one of only two individual
homes in the country to
have receved a green rat-
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Capital Region 28
Bangalore 24
Hyderabad 24
Pune 3
Kolkata a8
WHAT IS A GREEN
BUILDING?

Agreen building is one
that uses less water, is
high on enermy efficiency
and sustainability,
generates lesser waste,
conserves more natural
resources and has a
better indoor
environmental quality
than a conventional
building

ing. It was awarded plati-
num rating in 2008, The oth-
er green home i in
Hyderabad.

“People in Chennai have
been proactive about green
buildings,” says Sathiaram
Ram. managing director of
En?  Sustainability  Solu-
tions Pyt Lid. a green build-
ingconsultancy inChennai.
“The Confederation of Indi-
an Industry (C11) is also pro-
moting the concept.”

pGreen is gold, P2
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Tamil Nadu Developers Grab Business Opportunity As Eco Buildings Get Popular; Clients Save On Energy, Water Bills

Shararya Gaularm | ThN

oday’s monoliths
of concrete, glass
and steel will
soon be replaced
by green. self-
sufficient buildings and towns.
Eeofriendly blusprints areoff

the drawing board, hauled on-
ward by ene ving rafiers

and photovoltaic louvres on
gigantic cranes, as the cities of
the futare rise from the grime
of urbansp

While these new cities are
taking shape in China. the
Uniter States and various Bu-
ropean countries, builders in
Tamil Nadu are getting into

=i

istainable buildings
that generate their own power,
stay cool with cornices cov
ered with native plant species
that require little water and
save eleciricity with oocupan-
v sensordi tred lighting,

According to the Intlnn
green buildingoouncil (IGBC),
there has been asharp increass
in the number of buildings in
Chennai that have been avard-
ed green certification over the
past three years.

Chennaileads the country
with 42 green buildings with
leadership in energy and en-
vironmental design ( B)
rating. Only 10 buildings in
the city won the rating from
2004 to 2 7

. while 37 build-
ings received the rating be-
tween 2009 and 2011, Experts
attribute this to rising eco-
logical awareness as well as
business opportunity: Green
certification gives builders a
new branding option.

“For a consumer. the

buildings in TN
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areen certificate is a third
party validation, just like a
college degree. They are
ready to pay more for a green

ng direc I||| of
nability Solutions
reen building con-
in the city

A green certificate is also
a sign of corporate social
responsibility. “Many 1T
companies have adopted the
concept as company mandate
or an initiative for sustain-
abili Ram says.

There is also a rise in the

number of buildings that have
been registered for greencerti-
fication, with builders needing
to ensure that the structure

natural reso
Fifty-seven buildings were
reg |(‘IT‘(|\.I|J'I|r‘Hr Fnl green

divided into four eat-
egories, based on how eco-
friendly the structures are,
with platimum at the top, fol-
lowwred by gold, silver and certi-
fied buildings.
At Rane Institute for B

ployvee Development (RI
Perungudi, workshops antl

which participants cansee the
benefits of anenergy efficient

a silver-rated green building,
is l[]LIi|]|]f‘[| \silh low-flow
s and solar
ullslumluu water and
T2y consumpt jon.

“The building is well lit to
ensure we donot have to use
artificial lighting during the
day. At other times, we use
compact fluorescent lamps
that save electricity up to
N Hari Babu, vice-

J
president, RIED.

“Although it costs more to
construet a green hLII|t|II'lL
s are high.”

the retur
spoles
“The government she |L||[||]|1|
vide initiatives to encourage
green developers. Green
builders are provided incen-
tives in Pune and Greater No-
ida. A lot of people also optfor
green certification as it makes
it much easier to get environ-
mental clearance.

GREEN IS
FOR STATE

[Rane Instiiute for Employee Development at Perung ‘asilver-
rated green building equipped with low-flow showers and sinks
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" o more than 1
fl-ltl'”e IJmIdan but Che"nal
subsequent expenditure hennal has the larg-
lsluw.Ol:la‘nmrage. esl number of green
these huildings buildings, with almosL 42
'wnsumemhiﬂ% cerfified projects aver
less energy than a the last seven years.

nurmal building and cut Chennai also has one of
ater ¢ lwo green cerlified indepen-

dent bungalows in the country

® WORLD BANK BEUILDING ® OLYMFIA TECHNOLOGY PARK
@ TAMILNADU LEGISLATIVE ASSEMELY @ ANNA CENTENARY LIERARY
® EXPRESS AVENUE MALL

SOME GREEN
buildings in Chennai
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